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tundra in Europe and Asia^ but known as the Barren Grounds in North America. In the winter it is frozen into a barren wilderness ; in the summer it thaws into a swamp and is then alive with flowers and mosquitoes. The chief plants are mosses and lichens which do not die in winter and are therefore available for any animals that can manage to face the icy gales of that season. Almost the only land animal that can remain on the tundra at all seasons is the musk-ox, which finds its food by scraping away the thin layer of snow. It is stoutly built3 and is covered with long brown hair that reaches nearly to the ground. Beneath this is the. thick layer of fur for which it is hunted. The fur is shed in summer, and therefore the hunter must set about his business in the winter, when the weather and the loneliness of the region are at their worst. Only the hardiest, the strongest, and the most experienced Indians ever go.to the Barren Grounds in the winter, and to be a musk-ox hunter is the ambition of all those who think themselves possessed of unusual courage, skill, and endurance. The hunters travel on snow-shoes and take all their equipment on dog-drawn sledges. As there are no trees on the tundra, there is no wood for fuel, and sufficient supplies of either oil or wood must be taken if hot food or drink is required.
Another animal of the tundra is the caribou, a kind of reindeer.    But the caribou, like most